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Coates—Charles Frohman's

Empire
Theater Stock Company.

Grand—Gotthold’s Celebritles,

Nimth Strect—“The Fast Mail."

The opening of the season at the Coates
opera hotse to-morrow evening will doubt-
Iess bring forth the representative patrons
of this theater, as the attraction, Charles
Frohmaen's IEmpire theater stock company,
is one of exceptionally high order, and the
engagement Includes fwo playes entirely
new to the local stage. This is the seventh
annual tour of the BEmpire company, and
it is also one of the most successful, as
the crzanization has been kept up 1o a
high degree of excellence, and has estab-
lished itself as one of the strongesl com-
panies In America. The new plays to be
presented this week will be mounted hand.
somely.

AMiss Viela Allen, whose numercus fine
and original portrayals of the leading roles
in the best modern plays have placed her
&t the top notch as an actress, continues as
§eading woman. JMr, Willlam Faversham,
& young actor of remarkably fine appear-
ance and general ability, both in drama
and comedy, although a member of the
Empire stock company for several seasons,
is row for the first time cast as leading

man,

Mr. J. E. Dodson, the moted character
actor and comedinn, who made his first
appearance in this country with Mr. and
Mrs. Kendal, assumes Important roles;
and Miss May Robson, an Inimitable ec-
centric will aiso be seen to ad-
vartage.

Other prominent players well cast are:
Ida Conquest, Mrs. Thomas Whiffen, Jane
Eomu.‘ Ellen Gall, Eaiherine Mulkins,
ttie Nocholl, Robert Edeson, Ferdinand
Gottechalk, E Y. Backus, W. H. omp-
ton, J. L. Finney, Charles Young, Walter
Day, George Pearce and Maud Balley.

o * is the title of the play in
which the company will be scen Monday,
Tuesday and Wednesday nights, Mr, Chyde
Fitch, the American dramatist, who zave
vE Brummel” and & number of
other noteworthy comedles, is responsible
for the on into a play of Henri
Murger's famous French novel, “La Vie de
Boheme" Every French man and woman
$s accoalnted with this book, as #t scems
1o breathe the very essence of Frencn Bo-
temian life, and there is diffused through-
out its pages a delightful vivacity and
charged with tender hoe. All of these
qQualities Mr. Fitch, is sald, has very

individuality which has been Imparted to
them, and the production calls for the full
cast of the )!-;mtl;lr;‘.‘ ur:;animt{an,
The cast of “Bohemia,'" the openk
will be as follows: - pedttng el
Rudolph, a poet........Willlam Faversham
Durandin, his uncle, a man of business..
Y. Backus
Marcel, a painter.............Robert Edeson
Schaumard, a musieian........J. E. Dod=on
Colline, & philosopher............
. Ferdinani
Baptiste, a servant........W. H. Crompton
AM. Le Comte De Beauchose

eiesadsailna v aid ne s varis Jamison L. Finney
A collector and sheriff’s deputy..........

....... rearsas saaeseeesscGeOrge O, Pearce
Servant.... «..Charles Day
L e e Vioia Allen

. Da Rouve....
Musette.. .......
Phemie ..

Mme, Benolt, a lode

Ellen Gall
ia Conauest
..:am» Harwar
ouse keeper.. ..

Mzay Robson
faud Bualley
cereeeesleOtta Nicol
.Ketherine Mulkins

For the week commencing this afternoon
the attraction at the Grand will be one of
the most unigue and origi Eoe
this city, being “Gotthold's
erineg of Carefully Chosen (Csje
is really four distinet shows in om
comedy, vaudeville, burlesque nnd oape
Prominent among the artists engaeod may
be mentioned Clayton, Kins and Jasper
In an act which is i 2l and peculiarly
thelr own; the Electric quartetie, which
has besn seen here before, in their original
sketch entitled, “The Bloyole Serenaders;™
Ernest Huvens and Mabel Andrew i
ginging, musical and dancing artistr
were for one vear the leading attrs
at Koster & Bial's, New York: Dolly Th
bald, the midget soubrette, in her great
shecinlty, “The Baby; W. J. Sully and
Chrarles Whalen, the eccentrie dancers and
convarsationalists: Whalen and Mayon. the
grotésque comedians and pantomimists,
Mr. Whalen being six fest, three and one-
half inches high, while Mr. Mavon is but
three feet, five Inches high; “The Sextetts
on the Houlevard," a neat song and dance
executed by =ix voung women. The great
ferture of the programme will be the in-
troduction of two distinet acts on the stage
at the same time, and consists of Mr, Ern-
est Havens in his champion clcg on a slab
forr feet wide, whilie Matzu  Mazernia
makes hiz daring front and backward slide
from the dome of the theater to the staze.

The programme s one that pleises evary-
body, and all classes of théntergoers, more
erpecially ladies and children, The per-
formance concludes with the operetta of
“Little Mother Goose, or the Golden Egz.”
The costumes are said to be gorgeous in
the extreme.

At the Ninth Street opera house this

Mme. Padato
Clarisse.... ..
Maid

YIOLA ALLEN,

IN “BOHEMIA.”

eleverly trunsposed from the pages to the
bourds. The pretty ove story of the artist
who turns sway from his uncle’s wish that
he shall marTy & sociely woman, for the
trackless reslins of Fohemia in the Latin
quarter of Paris, wherse @ heart beat is
considered more than a bank account, and
an emotion means more than a bright
prospect, i3 projected upon the stage by
means of a gkillfully jolned series of scenes,

Mr. Wiliam Faversham appears as this
artist, and Miss Viola Allen impersonates
Mimi, & typlcal little milliner of the Latin

uarter. J. E. Dodson and Ferdinand

schalk are caplitally cast as grotesques
of the period, and a very charming char-
acter of a French girl is played by the
plguant ingenue of the company, Miss Ida
Conguest,

A modern comedy dramm, with scenes
Jald In an aristocratic country house in
England, and a cheap circulating library
in London, is to be played Thursday night,
and also at the Saturday matinec. It s
entitled “Liberty Hall,” i written by R. C,
Carton, one of the most expert dramatisis
of England, ran for many months at the
Bt. James thealer, London, and was acted
more than 100 times by the Empire com-
pany at Mg New York thester, There (s
much pathos in “Liberty Hal,” but there
is also much humor, and it is by the happy
combination of these two qualities that the
most prosperous piays are evolved. Its plot
bricgs prominently forward two atiractive
English girls, pluyed by Viola AHen and
fJdn Conguest, who have been rich, but
o suddenly become alone in the worid
nd Impecunious, Their relative, Mr.
Pwen (played by Willlam Faversham) 1o

iom §5 willed the fortune they might
pave recelved, appears masquerading as
perely a friend of his, and trys to per-
mde the sisters to remain on at the fam-
by mansion. This suppos=d friend, fallin
n love with the elder sister, seeks her ou
0 the humble home of her old uncle, whe

in the businesz of running a circulating
library. It is only after he has won the
hezoine on his own merits that the hero
divulges that he s Mr. Owen, Just how
he wins on his own merits, and jus: whint
other dramatic matters are in the play, it
* province of the playwright, rather
Ihlh‘thr paragraphist, to disclose. Willlam
H. Cromy . Who made an important hit
5{_: 'the‘_mz of the ﬁ‘ld librarian-uncle in the
New York run, w pear in hi A
character in thia c!l;? tis eriginal

*The Beneflt of the Doubt.” in whi
company will be seen Friday and Satundgy
nights, 18 one of the most recent produe.
tions of A. W. Pinero. Plnero stands eps.
ily &t the head of the English dramatisis
for the subtlety and satire motable in his
exquisite character drawing. He is the gu-
thor of *The Seécond Mrs. Tanqueray,™
“The ulre,” “The Amazons’ “Lady
Bountiful” and “Sweet Lavender,” and this
suthorship alone should indicate clearly
the imporiance of the produoction of the
new play by the Emplre company. The
piece ran with marked success In London
and Neéew York, and has, so far, duplicated
those guccesses on the Western tour of the
organization. *“*The Benefit of the Doubt'”
springs out of the fact that a yonng wife
has been given the benefit of the doubt
by the judege In a sult for separation. The
whirlpool of doubt and spsculation, and
the dramatic co-mingling of the characters
concerned In this sult subsequently, be-
cause of this same doubt, Is the business
of the play. The pivotal point of the plece
is where the woman, who, while making a
farowell call on the “man in the case,”” in
consequence of drinking a slicht amount
of wine to revive herself, tndulges In an
unexpected drunken scene, This scene |s
handled with rare discretion by Mr. Pinero
and it is played by Miss Vicla Allen graph-
fcally and with great delicacy.  All the

ch the

characters In this play, however, 11 is said,
because of

are remarkably interesting, ¢

week “"The Fast Mail,” one of the most
pepular melodramas, will be =een, onening
with the matinee this afternoon. The play
Is full of melodramatic interest with a
few moments of scnsational reallsm, and
It never falls to cateh favorable attention
and draw profitable attendance. It has &
rather superior comedy e€lement. The com-
pany presenting the familiar bill is said
10 be an excellent one,

BOTOCOOCTOOCDOODDODDOOTTOTT
STORIES AND GOSSIP
% OF THE STAGE. *

Gos Thomas and the Blacksmith,

There is a little village away out in Mis-
souri, just a flag statjon, and just acroas
the track from the depot is a blacksmith
shop thut has been “thar” ever since the
town wag locaied, says the Chlicago Post.
The blacksmith is one who went out West
to grow up with the country—he grew up
with It and is possibly contented.

“Abont six months ago 1 was passing
through the village,” sald Augustus
Thomas, & few days ago, “and having an
eve 1o the forthcoming production of “In
Mizzoura,” looking out of the car window
1 =aw the blackamith shop. The traln

‘How long? He =ald "About two minutes.’

and saw just what I wanted—a pair of bel-

here and there and a string wrapped about
the snout, and an anvil, worn and rusty,

been used for hard labor.
blacksmith, a sturdy, brawny Vulcan,
I send you a new bellows, a new anvil and
now hammers, will you send this, that and
those to me In exchange.’

I had just escaped from an asylom and to
pacifly me said Sure!’ I gave him my ad-
dress—just then the conductor called ‘All
aboard.'

“] suid *‘Remember,’ nand rushed off. I
got to St. Louls, bought & brand new bel-
lowes and anvil and sent them out. I for-
got to say 1 got the blacksmith's name—
John Hoskins.

*“1 shipped the new materials and in a
lf,-w Jdays got the old with the following
etter:

“‘Dear Sir:—T recelved the bellows, anvil,
tonegs and hammers, and, as a promise is
& promise, 1 ship to-day to address given
my old friend. 1 did not think when I ac-
cepted your proposition that it would be
such a4 hard one, When I came to take
down this old bellows and pack up the old
anvil und the hammers aml tongs, it
seemed like parting with some of my fam-
1iy. The beliows was old and dilapidated,
the anvil creased and worn, the tongs and
hammers battered and twisted, but the
have been with me, boy and man, through
adversity and prosperity, and I did hate
to let them go, but go they will, accord-
ing to promise, and T hope, as I think yon
will, that you will take good care of them.
1 know they will bring you good fortune
as they have me, and when you get
through with them I ask as a favor that
you will return them to me at your own
inra:l-;e.wﬂ;; tI“l\vr:;)m them, just es though

Y we emberg fam
cnr::\e }mcl; to me." of my;own iy -

“And they surely shall™ added Mr.
Thomas, as he finished reading the letter.

The Anti-Antigue Claub,

Viola Allen, Williamn Faversham, Ann}
Irish, J. E. Dodson, Tda Conguest, 1[3;
Robsen, Ferdinand Gottschalk, Jameson
Lee Finney and several other members of
Charles Frohman's Empire stock com-
pany, which is to appear at the Coates

stopped—1 jumped off—asked the coaductor
1 =ald *‘Wateh for me*—rushed to the shop
lows, worn and wheezy, with green spots
with creases about the horn where it had

I =ald to the
‘ar

“He looked at me as though he thought

Ithls week, have organized a club that
will compel it= members to refuse to speak
certain lines that are coverad with dust of
time, Tihe plays with which Mr. Frohman
provides the Empire company—written by
such men as Pinero, Grundy, Carton, Clyde
Fitch. Heury Arthur Jones, ete.—uare, as is
very well known, consplencusly free from
hackney=d speeches. The club organized
by the members of the Empire company Is
desgigned to {nclude actors and actresses
in general that are not exempt from the
terrible necessity of volelne expressions
that are coversd with the mold of ages.
The Empire company cilled the first meet-
ing for the establishment of this league
in their privats drawing room car on thelr
way to this cily last week. The organiza-

FAVERSEHAM,
As Rudelph, in “Bohemia.”

tion Is to be known as the Anti-Antique
Asscciation.

Hoere are some of the speeches the Em-
pire company pledge themselves to keep
off the silage:

“I sny, lads, are we golng to stand by
and sce this here chap with his fine clothes
and city ways steal Little Nugget from

us?

“You are mistaken, Harold Rashforth—I
am here!™

“You just now called me a man; and I
lay claim to no higher title.”

“Curse me If you will, but don't drive me
away!”

“I have learned the value of an honest
fieart.”

“I never seck trouble nor try to avoid it,
but meet it like a man.”

“Harm ve, gal? Why, there’s not a man
In 1slington wouldn't die for Dick Darring-

ton.”

“Now that T have brought you here, you
may as well krow all: There is no exit!
You are tranpped—aye, like a dog!”

“Cuthbert Rodney, T knew your {true
character from the moment you entered
the pld hall™

“*Ah, lutle one, T once had a child, who,
it she hed grewn up, would have looked
exactly ke vou,” (Fondles the child’s hair
in utter unconsciousness of the fact that
she iz his own offspring.)

“Onee on board the lugger and I will
throttle her at my leisure.””

“'Pig a dark nlght, lads, and the waves
are hizh; but let one of you fall me now,
and his life shall answer for iL"

“T nm an honest working girl; let me
pes "

“Hectar Clayburn, you have crossed my
vath from chilihood. but this is the last
time you will thwart me.” (Attempls 1o
stnb him in the back with a spring-Knife,
bur |s restricted by four detectives In “piain
clothes.)

“Not, by heavens, befor= you have an-
swered to me!” (Casts eff coat, rolls up
shirt sleeves, ejects hat and pulis un belt
one notch, while the heavy villuin walts
up sfage.)

“Listen, Lillian, in ten minutes I must
leave you for ten years. DBut I will return
to you cleared of these vile charges in spite
of Clarence Armitage."
h"s:en.k up, lad! No one will harm you

ere.”

“"Tis a long story, but I will tell it you.”

“Hark, what was that? Only the snap-
ping of & twig! What dark demon has
f-hold of me to-night? One would think I
were a pullng child instead of Basll Bar-
Ingsford, with a wrist of iron and a heart
of steecl™

“Tell me, Harold, do you remember the
day you came into my life? The ether was
full of birds warbling as though their 1it-
tle souls would break. The rhododendron
ficlds were full of verdure and all the alr
was sweet with honeysuckle.”

“Durchess, have you noticed how Lady
Marlon is changed? The silvery laugh that
once i{ssued like a ball of twine from her
throat seems hushed and still. and the
rosy hue of youth upon her cheeks has
zivéen place to a pallor far beyond her
vears., Can it be that some secret sorrow
has come Into her life?”

“Listen, Sir Hildergarth, and T will ex-
plain 10 you the conditions of your father's
will. Providlng your elder brother., Os-
wald, dies without issue, and the mortgage
on the Larches Is unentailed, and nrovid-
{nz the second son, Archibald, continues in
his mad career, the sum of £00,000 de-
scends to you. But, should Oswald die
with issue, and that Issue & son, even al-

J. E. DODRON,
As Schaumard, In *“Bohemia™

though Archibald may still be living and
¥ou in arrant poverty, not one threepence
shall come to you"—"And England calls
this justice.”

Grace Henderson in Trouble.

According to a story published In the
New York papers, Grace Henderson, the
famous stage beauty and the allenated
wife of David Henderson, the Chicago
manager, Ttecently flred a rewvolver at
George Balantine, a son of a Newark
brewer, when he told her that, on sccount
of hLis forthcoming marriage, their rela-
tions must come to an cod.

Miss Henderson, when interviewed, sald:

“My life s a sad one. My husband, Mr.
Henderson, of Chicago, falled. I was left
with & child to fight my way in the world.
When I made the acquaintance of George
Ballantine I was loaded down with delns,
He helped me—he was very generous. He
was fitted to win a woman's love and—
well, I learned to lotve him. 1 balieved he
loved me. 1 had a handsome home and I

was happler than I thought I ever would
be. I never doubted his sincerity until one
day he told me that If he should marry he
would give me ample notice. Then like a
flash 1 realized my posttion. I knew he
could mot marry me, 4s my husband was
still living and 1 had not obtained a di-
vorce.

“All T asked of him wns time to prepare
myveelf for the moment when we must pant
forever, No woman could have been more
devoted to a man than I to him. But I
could not fail to se¢ the change in him.
When the season opened here he was at
Richkfield Springs, nnd never sent me one
word of compliment. He was absolutely
silent. Then, on Friduay last, a fortnight
agoe, August 28, he came to my house about
3 o'clock in the afternoon.

“Then he told me he was golng to leave
mo forever—that he was golng to marry. I
was thunderstruck. I had been working
hard; T was weak; T did not know what 1
was doing. All the world was a blank to
me, and, no: realizing what 1 was doing, I
seized a little derringer I have and turned
it upon myself, Mr. Ballantine seized the
weapon."

G=orge RBallantine has been married be-
fore. His first wife was Mable Lothrop, a
member of the Lothrop family of Bosion.
He met her In 18% during a summer so-

urn in the Adirondacks and in the fol-
owing year they were married., They went
abroasd, They had one child.

In January of this year a cable dispatch
from Paris astonlshed his family and
friends here. The announcement was made
that he had begun sult for divoree agalnst
his beautiful and accompilshed wife, and
that a member of the American embassy
was named as corespondent. The Fr-»m-f:
courts finally gave him a decree, and he
returned to live with his mother In Newark.

Many Kanszas Cltvans will remember the
fmpressive beauty of Mrs. Henderson from
the eingle engagement the actress played
here some seven years ago when Daniel
Frohman's company gave ““The Wife" for
the first time. Mrs. Henderson was cast
for the New (micans adventuress. Among
her assoclates at that time were Georgla
Cayvan, Hethert Kelcey, Willlam J. Le
Aloyne, Louize Dillon, Mr. and Mrs. Wal-
ccit, Charles Dicksen, Henry Miller and
Nelson Wheateroft.

0;Neill Mistaken for Father Reilly.

James O'Neill was walking down Broad-
way recently when a priest approached
him and greeted him with:

*“Iy dear Father Reilly, how are you?*

“Are you not mistaken, sir?" put iIn
O'Nelll.

“Mistaken, Father Reilly; how could I
be mistaken? Did we not spend a whole
summer together? You remember E. Phil-
pot Curran, surely?’ and the clerical in-
terlocutor beamed his broadest.

“I never met you before in my life,” re-
sponded O Nelll

“Ah, Father Reillly, you always were
fond of your joke,” sald the priest. “How
little vou're changed!"

“But,"” testily went on O'Neill, “T don’t
know wou from Adam.”

“Father Reilly, If you were to stand be-
fore me for a week and say that you
diiin't know E. Philpot Curran, 1'd not
admit that the joke was on me. You're
chafling me, father, but T kmow it, ¥ou
rascal.”” and he poked O'Neill playfully in
the ribs.

('Neill's temper got the hest of him, and
out came a horrid swear word.

The priest looked 2t him dublously for a
minute, then said: *‘That's yvour favorite
expression, Father Reilly, and I'd know
you by that if by nothing else. T'll see von
this afternoon at Father Murphy's. Good-

¥.
And E. Philpot Curran strode off.

A Story on Dnn Harkins,

It was the first season that Mr. Harkine
was plaving the Doctor ter Richard Mans-
field's BRaron Chevrinl in *“The Parisian Ro-
manee,"” and he was given to occasinal
forgetfulness of the exsct lines, In one of
the Western one-night towns., where the
orchestra was notoriously execrable, Mr.
Harkins succeeded in bringing down the
‘house with o wonderful impromptu. At the
end of the supper scene, as all who have
peen the play will remember the Doctor,
after the baron collapses, holds up his
hamd and say= In a dramatic manner,
“Stop the music: the baron [s dead.”

What Mr. Harkins sald was: "“Stop the
music; It has killed the baron.”

A new play by Sidney Grundy will be
?{mdu(‘ed at the Garrick during Mr. John

are's engagement. Pinero's ““The Hobby
Horse” will also be given.

The newest thing in dime museum freaks
1= billed as *“‘the man who can't s tallk-
ing,” says an exchange. He [s not billed
as the boy orator of the Platte.”

Mr. 8. Kronberg has met with tive
success at the Hoston ter. where he
is singing a seven wecks' gngagement, His
especial hit has been In” the singing of
“The Ims."

The big Music hall suncess of the hour
in New York is Mme. Dadal, who is one
of the features at the opening of Hammer.
stein's Olympia. She shigs*and winks—
mostly winks.

Mr. Richard Mansfield has secured a
manager. He has slgned a contract with
Mr. John Warner, who has been attached
to Messrs. Abbey, Schoeffel & Grau's busl-
ness ataff for the last two seasons.

The carnival week etiraction at the
Coates will be Chauncew Olcott, In his re-
vival of “Mavourneen,” fn which he bas had
exceptional succeoss for two seasons., He s
under the direction of Augustus Pitou.

Augustus Thomas has just completed a
comedy for Duncan B, Harrison, manager
of Digby Bell, In which the latter will
star next season, Its title I8 “The Hoo-
sier Doctor,” and it deals with life in In-
diana.

Elcanor Carey, a 'eading actress, well
known and equally well liked in Kansas
City, has made & big hit in Lillian Lewis"
new play, “An Inrocent Sinner,”” which
was produced in Wilkesbarre, Pa., last
Thursday night .

Among the early attractions at the
Coates will be Mr. Walker Whiteside,
whose speclal feature this s2ason will be a
new play founded on the story of Eugene
Aram. as told int Bulwer's novel, and as
recorded in history.

Walter Jones, the young man who found
his way to popularity as a tramp in *1452"
is credited with doing burlesque work of
moere than average merit in his character
of the seedy Thespian In the New York
Casino's third annual review, “In Gay New
York."

*“In Old Kentucky,” with the famous
pickaninny band and other distinct novel-
ties, Is announced for the Grand next week,
beeinning Sunduy matinee, September 2.
The attraction 18 one of the best known
and most popular of the annual visitors at
the Grand.

Froneis Wiison's new opera, ""Half a
King,” adapted from the French by Harry
P. Smith and Ludwig Epglander, was pro-
dinesd in New York last week with dis-
tinet success, It was given at the new
Knickerbocker theater, which starts out
unider the direction of Al ‘Hayman.

*The Hesrt of Maryland,” David Belas-
co’s latest piny, which was given last year
with success, will be resumed this season
by Mrs. Leslle Carter, supported by Her-
bert heleey, Odell Willlams, Malcolm Will-
inn:¢, Grant Stuart, John Jennings, Hen-
ry Weaver, Jr., Helen Tracey, Angela Mc-
Call and Winona Shannon.

Miss Anna Held,the much advertised Pol-
ish chanteuse, who has been engaged to
appear with Evans & Hoey in thelr revival
of “A Parlor Match,” has arrived in New
York. Almost the first question she asked
was, “What Is a cocktall?" She has been
glven as much fuss and plcturing as
though she were a Melba.

Henry B, Dixey has made a success of
the title part of “His Absent Boy,” which
was revived last week in Boston. The play
was orimrally given In New York last
gedcor. with Frederic Bond in the part.
It is strange that an adaptation, made
from the =ame Geérman sources, by Mr.
Arthur Bourchier, of London, and produced
by kim, was a rank fallure,

C.W.Couldock, the oldest actar In Ameri-
ca, and Henry (% Jarrett, the oldest mana-
ger, met on Breadway a day or two ago,
The death of James Lewis was referred
to, when Jerrett eaigl:

“Well, old man, it's nearly time for us

to go.

“ish, Harry.,”  whispsred Couldock
“they've miss=d us.

Jeff de Angelis has established himself
ae a star in comic opera. His new distinc-
tion is deserved by his long years of cern-
&3t and con=clentious work. HIs firsi ap-
pearance at the Broadway theater in “The
Caliph” was voted a success on cvery
hmn’L whatever deficiencies the operu has
will be readily remedled by the comedian's
fertile ingenulty and resources of humor-
ous invention.

A testimonial concert will be given by
the pupils of Mr. Von Ritter. in honor of
his fiftieth anniversary as teacher of mu-
sle, at the hall of the Kansas City Plano
Company, the evening of October 3. The
pupils will be assisted by well known pro-
fessional and amateur players and singers
and the programme announced is one of
exceptional interest.

“Famous Actors of To-day,” edited by
Frederic Edward McKay, founder of The-
atrical Tidings, and Charles L. Wingate,
managing elitor of the Boston Journal, is
to bePub!ished-tha latter part of Septem-
bey. It will be rather a Jarge book, with
handsome lstter press and pictures of the
players, ‘There will be about fifty blo-
graphical and critical essays, contributed
by Laurence Hutton, George Parsons La-

throp,

Harrison Grey Fiske, E‘m.nxul'.-J

Fyles, Edward A, Ditmar, Phillp Hale,
Vance Thompson, Joseph Howard, Jr.,
Ralph Edmunds, Mr. Wingate, Mr. Mec-
Kay, Stephen Fiske, Mildred Aldrich end
others.

Following the Empire theater company
at the Coates will come “The Gay Paris-
fans," one of last season's big successes,
which has just played a successful tour of
the Pacific coast and ahich will come direct
from there to Kansas City, opening the
Coates engagement Tueuaag evening. The
company Includes W. J. Ferguson, Sadle
Martinet, James 0. Barrows. Charles B.
Wells, W. R. Shirley, Mrs. E. J. Phlilips
and Margaret Gordon.

Writing of the character actors of the
present day, & New York newsjaper
spreads {tself in the following glowing par-
agraph: “Then there is 1licharl ans-
fleld, the Admirable Crizhton, nay, the
Nick Bottom of the stage, whn -an play
the lion, the lover and the tyrant with &
skill born of a taste fed at the fount of
sweetness and fostered into activity by a
soaring ambition which reach:s to the sky
and fixes its roots in the carcasses of nis
support.”

The Young & Lindsay Columbla Opera
Company will be the attraction at the
Ninth Street opera house the week of Sep-
tember 27. ‘The opening” opera is “'Said
Pasha." The organization Is sald to be a
well equipped light opera company, with
Miss Kitiy Marcellus as prima donna.
Other operas to be given during the week
ars “The Black Hussar,” “The Mikado,”
*“The Mascot” and “Pinafore.” Light op-
era is a novelty these days, and this first
operatic engagement of the season s like-
iy to be a popular one.

The first rehearsal of the FPhilkarmonic
orchestra mas held last Friday. A fine
programme has been selected for the open=

' Ing ccncert which will present Mrs. Jen-

nie Schultz, soprano, as soloist. Other so~
issts engass! Ior tne s<idun tie Alles
Mabel Haas, Mr. W. H. Leib, Mrs. Par-
eell, of St. Louis, pianist; Mr. Carl Pree-
g2r, of Isavenworth, pianist; Mr. Louls
Appy, 'cellist, Mr. Francols Boucher, vio-
linist, who will be heard in a Leonard con-
certo, and Mis. Carl Busch, planiste, who
will play a Beethoven concerto.

Lillian Iussell has made a successful
production of her new opera, “An Ameri-
can Deauty.” It was first given last Mon-
day night at Scranton, Pa. The music is
by Gustave Kerker, and the libretto by
lugh Slorton, and both are said to be
worthy. The particular hit of the opera
{s a liftle sone with a French accent, which
Ailss Russcll is said to have at first dis-
damnfully refused to sing, regarding It as
tvo trivial for her talents. The prima
donna rides a white stallion in one act
and an elephant in another.

Mcriz Rosenthal is court planist to the
talented and beautiful Carmen Sylva,
queen of Ilournmnia. While in Bucharest
recently he composed a number of songs,
for which this unforturmte sovereign wrote
the words. During his American tour sev-
eral of these compositions will be heard at
various recitals. Rosenthal’s first appear-
ance this scason will be In his own comn-
cert or November 10, at Carnegle Muslc
ha!l, New York. His programme will on
this occasion consist of one or two orches-
tral concertos, besides several groups of
solos, and has been selected with the view
of disproving the oft-repeated assention
that virtuosity is Rosenthal's only clim
to distinction.

There are few actors now bafore the pub-
lic who are gifted with the chaims of per-
son and manner which natuce has o gen-
erously bestowed upon Otis Skinner, whose
coming engagement at the Auditorium, Oc-
tober 9, should prove one of th: dramatic
treats of the season. Gifted with fine mo-~
bile features which are capable of the most
varied expression, symmetrical, wel! 1ound-
ed fizure and a beautifully modulated voics,
he brings to his work that perfect unager-
standing and care in detail whien one only
secs in the true artist. The position which
Ar. Skinner helds to-day In the theulrical
profession he has won by his own unalded
efforts; and that position the greatest
eritics of the country concede is in the very
front rank.

Julia Marlowe Taber has added another
to her many successes in Elwyn A, Bar-
ron's dramatization of George Eliot's "Ro-
mole,” which was produced a few nights
ago at Miiwaukee. Mr. Barron, who Is
now in London, is collaborating with Wil-
son Barrett in the wridng of a new play.
Alr. Barrett's success as a playwright has
been =omething of a surprise. His “Sign
of the Cross” has received the highest
praise on two continents, and he i to
receive $10,000 and a royalty for the Amer-
fcan and the English provincial rights of
his new drama, A Daughter of Babylon,"
said to be the highest price ever paid for
an unproduce:d] play. It been purc
by a syndicate controlling three London
theaters.

New York critics are agin puzzling their
brains to find adeguate expressions for the
unique charm of Annie Russell, who has
created the title role in “Sue,” & new play
by Bret Harte and T. Edgar Pemberton,
which was produced at Hoyt's theater last
Tuesday evening. In this new venture Miss
Russell makes her appearance as s gulle-
less and remarkably innocent young ranch
girl, who even after marriage asks why
married folks should kiss. It is declared
that Miss Russell was able to make this
degree of Innocence charming even to the
New York audiences. Surely there Is mot
another actress who could accomplish suca
& fert. The play is said to be well con-
structed, with only a few blemishes, whicn
can be easily eliminated. The cast includes
Joseph Haworth, Louls Massen, Isabells
E;qmuhm Guy BStanding muli Miss Anita

(%

A young man—I presume he was a young
man—wrote to the Hemald recently asking
for Information as to what was necessary
in order to berome an actor—'"one like Ed-
win Booth or Peter Dalley,” he eald. It was
te a colncidence that on the same day
r. Walter Kennedy, "The Eminent
Tragedian” (I quote from e letter head),
who ls getting ready for his season’s tour
in "“8a n,” ‘“Virginius" and “Othello,”
sent in & letter in which he referred to the
interest toeken In Sharkey. the prize-
firhter's measurementa.
Mr. Kennedy writes: "My measurements
are as follows—Helght, 6 feet 11 inches;
calf, 174 Inches: thigh, 361, Inches.” ete. He
also remarks that he weighs 214 pounds,

“stripped.

May be the young writer first referred to
can gain some insight as to the stuff “emi-
nent tragedians” are made of from the
cha;?aﬁamlshed by Mr. Kennedy.—New York

Wilton Lackaye's production of “Dr. Bel-
graff,” a new play expressly written for
him, will be one of the Important occur-
rences of the present theatrical season.
This gifted actor and celebrated raconteur.,
whose histrionic achievements during the
past ten years have given him almost
world wide fame, has at last found a play
in which he ls willlng to “tempt the
fates” as a star, For years he has been
conceded to ba one of the best exponents
of what are technically known as “‘char-
acter parts” in thiz country. His creation
of Svengall In *Trilby’ was a fitting finish
to his career as a leading member of the
greatest of American dramatic organiza-
tions. *“Dr. Belgrafl' is sald to be an in-
tensely powerful play, exactly sulted to
Mr. Lackaye's special talent, and he will
produce it with perfect completéness as
to scenery and other equipments. He has
specially engaged Marle Walnwright for
the principal female role, and the remain-
der of the company will be of the highest
degree of competency. Mr. Lackaye is
booked for an engagement in this eity
in November,

Mr. Otia Skinner will begin an engage-
ment at the Grand opsra house, Chicago,
to-morrow evenirg, during which he will
give severa! new productions, one of which
will be "Richard IIL,"” a pay in which up
10 this season he has never appearsd, and
he will revive “Romeo and Juliet,” in which
he has nos been seen for a numb:r of
years. His Richard seems destined to rank
with his Hamlet, which, 1 will be remem-
bered, was one of the great dramatic suc.
cesses of the past season. The repertory
is remarkable and includes “Richard I1L.,"”
‘Hamlet,” “Romeo and Junet,” *“The
Merchant of Venice,” “Katherine and Pe-
truchio” and *“The Lady of Lyons.” Dur-
ing the second week of his engagement
Afr, Skinner will produce an entirely new
romantic drama from the pen of an Amer-
fcan author, which is sald to be excealing-
Iv interesting, The play! Is called “A Sol-
dier of Fortune."” The scenes are laid in
Italy at the end of the fifteenth century,
when Alexander VI. was at the head of
the church of Rome ami at the heignt of
his power. It is =aid to be exceedingly In-
teresting and to afford Mr. Skinner many
opportunities. This y will van
quite an elaborate production. Mr. Skinner
will open the searon at the Auditorium in
this city, October 9.

The appearance in Kansas City of a new
American soprano, in connection with an
extended concert tour by the Chicago Fes-
tival orchestra, promises to be an event
of marked interest in our local musical
mworld. Engagements have been made in
all the larger cities for a series of con-
certs which promise to be of a brilliant
and important character. On next Sat-
urday afterncon and evening two concerts
will given at the Auditorium, which are
bound to attract the attention and pat-
ronage of the lovers of music and song in
this city. The orchesira, under the direc-
. A. Rosenbecker, a wielder of
has acquired great popular-
will discourse a selection

pop
ist, Mrs. A. Bophia Markee, is a native
American singer, and not a graduate
of Milan or any other of the Itallan voice
Incubating cities, a leader of soclety in
Chicago.  Mrs. Markes abandoned the
green ficlds of fashion and repaired to Bos-

ton, where for the past two years ahe has
studled with the best vocal masters and
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10 Sets of Speclal Scenery.

Flight of the Fast Mall

Niagara Falls by Moonlight. with
Boiling Mist.

Practical Working Engine and 14
Freight Cars, with llluminated
Caboose.

The Dago Dive.

Reallstic River Scene and Steam-
boat Explosion, and

Other Startling Effects.

Sunday Matinee,
SEPTETBER 20.

THE COLUMBIA OPERA COMPANY

NEXT WEEK.

GENUINE RAILROAD COLLISION

Between Two Mogul Engines, Each
Drawing Trains.

Kansas Gity, Tuesday Afternoon, Oct, 6th.

The Event of Karnival Week, and
the Sight of a Lifetime.

ACCONNODATIONSFUR 5,000 PEOPE

Iyric and dramatic instructors. So eminent
an authorlity as CharlesdK. Adams, of Bos-
ton, pronounces her *“a thoroughly accom-

lshed and exceptionally brilliant artist.”

er volce |s deacribed as remarkably pure,
mtrong and expressive, of extended range
and very flexible. Her singing of the florid
musie of “Hamlet,” *“Lucla,” *Mignon,™
and a line of dashing French, English and
German songs is sald (o be very fine. The
engagement of the Chicago Festival or-
chestra and Mrs. Markee promises to be
?wnng.nbla one in the musical season of

="97.

CIRCULATION OF THE BLOOD.

Theories Which Account for the
Functlons of the Vital Flald.

From the St. Louls Republic.

Do vou know that some of the very best
physicians in the land are far {from belng
sutisfiad that the heart Is the organ which
causes the blood to clreulate in the veins
and arteries? The theory of Harvey, which
maintains that the impulsive stroke of the
heart Is “the sole molive power,” (s dis-
guted bv persons who know mors about

lood circulation in_a minute that he ever
did in his life. Various causes for the
phenomena of blood circulation are assign-
e by the different students of the subject,
but fhe majority of those who differ from
Harvey say that the true cause of clrcula-
tion is to be found In resplration. That
function brings carbon into the lungs. This
carbon mixes with the venous blood. the
mixture forming the true fuel of animal
life. The oxygen which is also taken Into
the lungs with every breath mingles with
the carbon and a slow form of combustion
ensues, Wherever combustion Is going on
heat is evolved. In this case the heat Is
commuricated to the blood, which Is about
seven-='ghths water, e lungs, being in
partial vacuo, and having a lemperature
of at least Luriy-five degrees ve that re-
quired to change water into vapor (when
the water in question i= in a complete
vacuum), steam Is pgenerated. This en-
larges the volume of the blood and exerts
a specine force. The valves on the right
eide of the heart close against force,
while those on the left open to »
passage. Thus, according to this theory,
the true motive tgow*r is produced which
first cavses and then keeps up the circula-
tion of the blood.

When this wneory is elaborated it Is very
conclusively proved that the heart has
nothi whatever to do with the circula-
tion of the blood but to determine by its
valves the course of the current and 2{
the mechanical force of the stroke to equal-
ize the flow.

Partisanship.
He was just a typical Republican parti-
gan, a business man of capacity, with a
modarate income and good, common

sense on most subjects.

Yesterday he sat with some friends ut
luncn in a downtown restaurant, and
roasted Bryan, praised McKinley, de-
nounced the platform and ex-
pressed surprise that
should follow after false gods
latter nead he discussed the posaibility
that the Democrats, who were practically
hopeless a few months ago, might win,
and ended up with:

“The £t. Louis conventlon made the
dinglest blunder I ever saw when |t
didi't declare for free silver. That would
have made the election certaln.’—Detroit
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sopening for th> Beason,
MONDAY EVENING, FEPTEMBER 1Iist,
and for the rest of the week,

Charles Frohman’s

EMPIRE STOCK COMPANY

From the Empire Theater, Now York.

Appearing in its completa and powerfully
contrasted repertor 14 E'I
Monday, Tuesday and W:d:a&y nights—

““BOHEMIA”’

from the famous

one-hundred nights at the. mm%m’.

New Yor
Thursday night and Satorday matinee—R.
C. Cartom’s delthtml Dickensesque

“LIBERTY HALL.”

Friday and Saturday n

{ghts—
*‘THE BENEFIT OF THE DOUBT”

By A. W. Pinero, antiior of “The Bec-
ond Mrs, Tanqueray,” “The Amazons,” ete,
Viewing charaoters from new stand
These plays will be presented with the
same costumes and scenic effects used dur-
Ing their New York runs.
THE EMPIRE COMPANY.
Viola Allen, Willlam Faversham,
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